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PROVERBBE viii. 20. 1 26613 


He that walketh with wiſe men 14 


| be wiſe: but a nean of ein 
Kall be nene 0 


: 


5 
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N is act aaa for 105 
ciety: and, beſide thoſe connec- 
tions, which natural relation has 
eſtabliſhed, or, into which he enters for the 
ſake of utility and convenience; the foclal 
diſpoſition of his heart ſtrongly prompts | 
him to ſingle out ſome as his companions, 
with whom be may cultivate a peculiar inti- 
macy, and converſe in a free and familiar 
manner. So ſenſible are mankind in gene- 
ral of the agreeableneſs of ſuch alliances, 
that ſcarce any one can be content to live 
wholly without them. We ſee that perſons 
of every rank, high and low, rich and poor, 
the learned and unlearned, have their ſelect 
A 2 acquain- 


E 


acquaintance. And certainly connectiotis of 
this kind may be ſo formed and maintained, as 
to be rendered at once highly pleaſing and 


profitable: while, on theother hand, it is no leſs 


certain, and ſhould be carefully attended to, 
that they may alfo prove extremely inju- 


rious. This . principally depends on the 
characters of our affociates. According as 


they are good or bad, we ſhall naturally re- 
ceive either benefit or harm from them. 
« He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be 


wiſe : but a companion of fools ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed,” 


It is uſual with Solomon to ſpeak of good 
and bad men under theſe two denomina- 
tions, the wiſe and the fooliſh. And it is 
with apparent propriety that he thus deſcribes 
them — As the former pay a ſupreme regard 
to the eſſential and moſt important intereſts 
of their being, and diligently uſe the beſt 


means for the attainment of them: while 


the latter ſubſtitute in the place of this moſt 
worthy object of their attention, fome ima- 
ginary good, and in the purſuit of that take 
thoſe meafures which muſt neceffarily fub- 

| vert 


3 

vert the other. He that walketh with 
wiſe men ſhall be wiſe. He will hereby get 
religious wiſdom, or, be eſtabliſhed and im- 
proved in this wiſdom; which conſtitutes 
the true glory and ſupreme felicity of man. 
c But a companion of fools ſhall be de- 
firoyed.” —He will be corrupted by them 
will learn their evil practices, or be con- 
firmed in them and will thus be deſtroyed 
or ruined— That is — company has a conſi- 
derable influence in forming our tempers 
and manners: it therefore highly becomes 
us, to take heed, whom we chuſe for our 
companions. This is the plain intent of the 
obſervation in the text. And in further 
diſcourſing on it, we thall 


(1.) Conſider the duty which is incum- 
bent upon us, in reference to walking with 
wiſe or good men, and avoiding the com- 
pany of the fooliſh or wicked. To enforce 
which, we ſhall 


(2.) Illuſtrate the truth of the obſervation 
in the text; or ſhew the effect of company 


On 


(. 6 } 


on the diſpoſitions and hand of! man- 
kind. We ace ane: 


, * T 


0 b 57 To „ander went witth wiſe ot paved; | 
men, and avoiding thecompany of the fooliſh, 


or wicked; as a rule of duty. Every one may 
clearly perceive - that it cannot be obli- 


gatory upon us abſolutely to limit our corre-' 
ſpondence to the religious or-good, fo as to 
have no communication at all with perſons 
of the contrary character. St. Paul, in his 
epiſtle to the Corinthians, ſuppoſes that they 
could not, avoid all intercourſe with bad 
men: in order to that, he ſays * © they muſt 
needs go aut! of the world.“ And what he 
ſuggeſts on this head is far from being pecu- 
liar to the time when he wrote. The num- 
ber of the immoral and wicked has not 
een inconſiderable in every age and coun- 
try.: and common obſervation will not al- 
low us to except ours out of this remark. 


The ties of blood may have connected 
the good man with ſome, whoſe conduct 
lic can by no means approve: in which caſe, 

though 


r 
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though they cannot be the objects of his 
eſteem, while they continue in their evil 
practices, yet it is not ſurely the dictate of 
religion, ſuddenly and at once, to break off 
all intercourſe with them. If, as our bleſſed 
Maſter has taught us, forbearance is to be 
exerciſed towards an offending brother who 
has-no other claim to our regard but that he 
belongs to the one great family of mankind ; 
it muſt be more eſpecially incumbent upon us 
to manifeſt this benignant- ſpirit in the treat- 
ment of our own particular kindred, towards 
whom nature has implanted in us a peculiar 
affection. Nor can it be doubted by thoſe 
who have any juſt knowledge of the human 
frame, that a mild and generous behaviour, 
mixed with proper expoſtulation, is, in ge- 
neral, a much more likely method, to re- 
duce them to recollection, and bring about 
their reformation, than that rigour which 
would raſhly impel us totally to deſert 
them. But, if natural relation does not 
oblige to a correſpondence with the fooliſh 
or wicked; every one mult be ſenſible that 
ſome ſuch correſpondence is neceſſary and 
unavoidable in common life. Nothing could 


be 


1 


be more abſurd than to ſuppoſe that the 
man of buſineſs muſt only have to do with 
ſuch as are wiſe in the ſenſe of the text. 
Upon this principle, who does not at once 


perceive that trade muſt ſoon ſtagnate? 
And important as a regard to religion is, 


to ſecure juſt and honourable dealing among 
men, and to eſtabliſh their uſefulneſs to 
the community: it cannot be queſtioned 
that prudential and worldly motives have 
that weight on the minds of many, who 
are deſtitute of higher and better prin- 
ciples, as will warrant no ſmall ſhare 
of confidence in the tranſactions of com- 
merce: and, in carrying on affairs of this 
nature, ſome acquaintance and converſe 
muſt neceſſarily be kept up with the bad 
as well as the good, There is likewiſe 
a Civil carriage, which we owe to men 
of all characters: and which, whatever 
their courſe of life may be, we ſhould pre- 
ſerve, till by ſome notorious affront or in- 
Jury it is forfeited. With this ſhould be 
united a readineſs to perform any offices of 
humanity for them, which their neceſſities 
may require, and in which we can with 


| propriety, 
Luke vi. 35. | 
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propriety engage; herein imitating our hea- 
venly Father, who © * is kind to the un- 
thankful and to the evil.” 


Walking with wiſe men, then, and a- 
voiding the company of the wicked, con- 
fidered as a rule of life, cannot be ſo under- 
ſtood, as it we were never to aſlociate with 
the wiſe or good, or muſt have no inter- 
courſe at all with the wicked. 


But, though ſome connection with bad 
men may be neceſſary, and certain circum- 
ſtances may lead to a particular correſpon- 
dence with them, yet in the intimacies we 
contract out of mere choice, or the alliances 
we form in the way of friendſhip, we ought 
to pay a principal attention to the cha: acters 
of men in a moral and religious view; re- 
garding it as a main, eſſential qualification 
to our being thus connected with them, 
that they are poſſeſſed of that wiſdom which 
religion teaches, and that they act under its 
influence. Some regard may no doubt be 
very properly had to other things. Every 
good perſon 1s not like fitted to be our cho- 

len 


* Luke vi. 35. 


ſen companion and intimate: and highly 
as we may approve the characters of ſome, 
there may be valid reaſons, which render a 
particular intimacy with them not ſo proper 
or agreeable as with others. In our cloſer 
and moſt familiar correſpondencies, we na- 
turally have reſpect to—a ſimilarity in tem- 
per, taſte, and way of life—and every one is 
unqueſtionably at liberty to ſelect thoſe, 
who are moſt ſuitable to him in theſe views, 
provided, at the ſame time, the accompliſh- 
ments of true goodneſs in them. Other- 
wiſe, an agreeableneſs in the fore-mention- 
ed particulars, and, in ſhort, all other en- 
dowments and conſiderations whatſoever 
ſhould be looked upon as very inſufficient 
to endear them to us. The man of ſolid 
piety and virtue is far to be preferred before 
any other perſon, whateyer his qualifications 
are, and much rather ſhould we chooſe to 
have familiarity with none than with the 
ſons of folly or wickedneſs. | 


The great importance of thus conduQting 
ourſelves, in the choice of our companions 
and friends, may eaſily be ſhewn ; and is 

the 


1 


the ſecond argument of diſcourſe, to the il- 
luſtration of which we now proceed. 


That company has, in fact, a conſide - 
able influence on the manners of men, he 
who knows any thing of the world will 
readily allow. There is ſcarce any one, 
who, upon a little attention, will not diſcern 
its effects on himſelf, even in trifling and in- 
different matters. It is not uncommon for 
us to fall into ſome imitation of thoſe, with 
whom we freely converſe : and this is appa- 
rently the caſe with reſpe& to our moral 
temper and conduct. Theſe are generally 
good or bad, according to the company we 
keep. So efficacious a mean of improve- 
ment is a familiar acquaintance with wiſe or 
good men, that, where it has ſubſiſted for a 
long time, it ſeldom fails to yield much ad- 
vantage. It is eſpecially found to have an 
influence in forming the diſpoſitions and 
manners of young perſons, and very conſpi- 
cuous is the benefit that ſome have hereby 
received. On the other hand, how notori- 
ous is it—that multitudes have been wretch- 
edly corrupted by aſſociating with the fooliſh 

| B 2 and 
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and wicked! They had, it may be, been bleſſed 
with a good education, and were not with- 
out ſome ſerious impreſſions on their minds. 
They had once a ſenſible conviction of the 
excellence of religion, and bad fair for emi- 
nent attainments in wiſdom and virtue. It 
was perhaps, an amiable temper—a ſpright- 
ly wit--a winning addreſs, or ſome other 
pleaſing qualification that firſt induced them 
to ſeek the acquaintance. But what direful 
conlequences has the alliance at length pro- 
duced! How has the once well-inclined 
and promiſing youth degenerated from him- 
elf! Keeping company with fools,. he has 
forgotten the inſtructions of wiſdom, learned 
the evil ways of his aflociates, and at laſt 
become bold and daring in wickedneſs. 
Thus, fact and experience ſpeak ſtrongly in 
favour of Solomon's aphoriſm in the text — 
that“ he who walketh with wiſe men ſhall 
be wiſe ; but a companion of fools ſhall be 
deſtroyed,” or corrupted and ruined. 


Nor is this hard to account for. A little 
reflection will fully convince us, that one or 
other of theſe effects may naturally be ex- 


pected. 
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pected, according to the different characterꝭ 
of our companions. The connection be- 
tween them may be thus eaſily traced out. 


(1.) The converſation or diſcourſe of wife 
men and fools tends to inſtill wiſdom or folly 
into their companions. ** Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart (ſays our Saviour) the 
mouth ſpeaketh: A good man out of the 
good treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth 
good things. Not that it is the neceſſary 
characteriſtic of a good man to be always 


ſpeaking on religious ſubjects. The com- 


mon concerns of life are not only allowable, 
but very proper topicks of diſcourſe : arid 
there is likewiſe a pleafantry and mirth in 
converſation, to which religion is far from 
being an enemy. A truly good man will, how- 
ever, be habitually careful, that the free- 
doms he takes are decent and becoming. 
He will ſet a guard over his lips, that they 
may ſpeak right things: nor will religious 
wiſdom be an ungrateful or unuſual ſubject 
of diſcourſe to him. And when he con- 
verſes about religion, it will be with a view 


to 


* Mat. x11. 34, 39. 


C1023 
to improve in it. He will treat the great ptiri- 


ciples and duties of it, in a manner becoming 


their importance; and ſeek to eſtabliſh in him- 
ſelf and others à thorough belief and ſenſe of 
them. And, in general, he will preſerve 
that decorum in his ſpeech, which reaſon 
and religion diftate. Thus © a good man, 
ont of the good treaſure of the heart, bring- 
eth forth good things.” On the other hand, 
*« an evil man, out of the evil treaſure, bring- 
eth forth evil things.” When irregular paſ- 
ſions have gained the aſcendency in the 
heart, evil communications will naturally pro- 
ceed from it. And to ſuch a truly aſtoniſh- 
ing degree have ſome extinguiſhed the light of 
reaſon and conſcience which was in them, 
as openly to diſcard thoſe doctrines of reli- 
gion, which contain the plaineſt and moſt 
intereſting truths : either exerciſing their ma- 
lignant wit upon them, and boldly ridi- | 
culing the belief of them, as the heighth of 
abſurdity ; or, endeavouring to ſupport and 
propag te their infidelity, by arts of ſophiſt- 
ry, under the pretence of refined reaſoning. 
But where this extreme diſſoluteneſs of prin- 
ciple does not prevail, or is not however openly 
acknow- 


16 


acknowledged and avowed ; the converſation 
of the wicked will ſtill have no ſmall tincture 
of evil in it. At certain times, and for eſpe- 
cial ends, they may, indeed, ſpeak as wiſe 
men : but their common and free diſcourſe 
will be ſtrongly impregnated with impiety 
or vice, and in one way or other clearly diſ- 
cover the folly that rules in their hearts. If 
they do not make a mock of religion, yet 
too frequently will they ſpeak in a manner 
which religion diſallows and condemns. Nor 
are ſinners wanting, as occaſion ſerves, in 
giving ſuch repreſentations of vice, as are de- 
ceitful, and have a fad tendency to corrupt 
good manners. The converſation then of 
the wiſe and fooliſh, or of the righteous and 
wicked will have no inconſiderable influ- 
ence, in producing a ſimilarity of characters 
in their reſpective aſſociates. The one will 
be good and improving, the other evil and 
dangerous. Add to this 


(z.) The force of their different exam- 
ples, which will farther evince the propriety 
of Solomon's obſervation in the text, as 
a maxim founded on the beſt judgment of 

5 human 
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human nature. The example of the wiſe, 
or truly religious, gives us a moſt lively and 
impreſſive idea of goodneſs; and thus al- 
moſt irreſiſtibly, attracts eſteem, and excites 
to imitation. It ſhews us what we may 
be, and ought to be: and at the ſame time 
makes us more fully ſenſible, than any 


words can, of the amiableneſs of ſuch a cha- 


racter. It awakens reflection — carries in it 
a pungent reproof of our errors or negli- 
gence inſpires a noble emulation — and, be- 


| yond all the arts of perſuaſion, actuates to 


diligence, in rectifying what is wrong and 
culpable, and improving that which is right 
and praife-worthy. But while good exam- 
ples are likely to be thus ſerviceable to man- 
kind; it is equally apparent, that bad ones 
tend to corrupt and injure them. The fre- 
quent ſigbt of ſuch is apt to weaken that 


tenſe of their odiouſneſs, which is the natu- 


ral impreſſion of conſcience, and which we 
feel upon the firſt view of them. The 
more familiar ſuch characters are to us, 
with leſs abhorrence do we behold them: 
in proportion to which we mult become 
more liable to þe infected by them. And 

too 
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often have perſons been hereby drawn 
the 

into commiſſion | of thoſe crimes, the very 

thought of which would once have filled 

them with horror. 


It is eually certain, and will ſtrengthen 
the argument to obſerve, that whatever in- 
fluence example in itſelf has, the example of 
thoſe, with whom we have contracted a par- 
ticularly intimacy, and whom we value as 
friends, muſt derive additional force from 
our connection with them: and this, not 
only as their example will be more familiar 
to us, but as a deſire of rendering ourſelves 
agreeable to them will give weight to the 
example itſelf, and make us doubly follicit- 
ous to copy after it. 


The doctrine of our text, then, has the 
united teſtimony of reaſon and experience on 
its ſide; and is one maniſeſt proof, among 
many others, of the ſound underſtanding of 
that eminent preacher of righteouſneſs whoſe 
ſaying it contains. He that walketh with 
wile men ſhall be wiſe.” To aſſociate with 


wile or good men, we have (een, is one na- 
C tural 
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tural, and yery likely way to acquire or be 
confirmed in religious wiſdom. And this 


wiſdom, permit me here juſt to remark, is 
the principal thing. It is the neceſſary foun- 
dation of happineſs, and will aſſuredly yield 
us the largeſt meaſures of it. But a com- 
panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” He 
who chooſes wicked men for his aſſociates, 


it is naturally to be expected, and as is com- 


monly true in fact, will learn their evil ways, 
the certain conſequence of which muſt be 
miſery and ruin. The companions ot fools 
are not unuſually brought into much out- 
ward trouble, and greatly injured in their 
worldly intereſts. But, however it fares 


with them in that reſpect, their vicious 


practices muſt neceſſarily incapacitate them 
for any real ſelf-enjoyment; and there is a 
time approaching, when, unleſs repentance 
and reformation preyent it, the bittereſt woe 
ſhall overtake them. Having been the com- 


panions of fools in their guilty pleaſures 


upon earth ; they ſhall, in the next world, 
be companions in a tremendous, but deſerv- 
ed, puniſhment, which, by the appointment 
of the wiſeſt and moſt merciful of all beings, 


awaits 
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awaits chem, and from Which therefore none 
ſhall be able to deliver. 


Whom! then ſhall we chooſe for our com- 
panjons! 9 Sutely, none but the ſons of wiſ- 
dom, or, in the language of the Pſalmiſt, 


them that fear God and keep his ſtatutes. 


I am aware that reflections of this nature are 
peculiarly ſuitable to thoſe who are in early 
life. But, at the ſame time, it cannot be 
unacceptable to the more advanced in this 
aſſembly, if I have called up to their recol- 
lection thoſe juſt maxims of conduct upon 
which they have acted. And to many of 
this character, I hope, I am now ſpeaking. 

You my chriſtian friends have happily eſ- 
caped the dangerous ſnare which has been 
pointed out, and felt that divine ſatisfaction 
in the good way in which you have walked, 

which you would not part with for the 
world. In vain, I truſt, will it be for the fe- 
ducer to tempt your wary feet. The ſenti- 
ment of your hearts, confirmed by long and 
delightful experience is, © Depart from 
me you evil doers; for I will keep the com- 
C 2 mand- 
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J mandments of my God.” —The intoxicating 
| draught—the profane jeſt—the midnight 
4 revel — the cruel triumph over deluded in- 
nocence — theſe: have no charm, to capti- 
1 vate your heayen-born and well- improved 
3 minds. — Ve are, b voluntary confeſſion, 
as well as by the de deſignation. of providence, 
'F pilgrims and ſtrangers upon earth, and have 
TH ſet your hearts. on that better country, into 
| [ which, © there ſhall in no wiſe enter any 
thing that defileth ; neither whatſoever work- 
eth abomination or .maketh a lie.” And 
may the Gop of all grace, in his due time, 
grant unto you the deſire of your ſouls ; and 
enable you to give a dying teſtimony to that 
| noble cauſe, which you have adorned by an 

| exemplary life ! 
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Thoſe of you, whom the great Father of 
| all the families of the earth has honoured 
| wich the parental relation ; I would fain con- 
gratulate on the ſucceſs of your endeavours 
to inſtill that wiſdom, which has been the 
guide of your youth, into your beloved off- 
(prin. And I cannot avoid indulging the 
pleaſing 


* Revel. xxl. 27. 
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pleaſing thought, that there are parents be- 
fore: me, who are thus inexpreſſibly bleſſed 
in their children.. Would to God that many 
more were partakers in your joy! But, 
whatever be the event, the tender care and 
pious labour which a worthy parent has ex- 
etciſed muſt be an unfailing ſource of ſelf- 
ſatisfaction, and, beyond every other con- 
ſideration, will ſoften the affliction of their 
diſappointed. hopes. Happy ſhould I be, 
could I be at all inſtrumental in preventing 
the painful mortification. 


Wich that law; from thet more experi- 
enced and eſtabliſhed, I would, then, direct 
my addreſs to 'you my younger hearers, 
who have not yet paſſed the perilous ſeaſon, 
who are juſt entering into the buſy world, 
and whoſe connections are in a great mea- 
ſure yet to form. Such of you, as have 
ſhared the ineſtimable advantage of being 
under the tuition of wiſe and good parents 
have often been affectionately warned of the 
dangers Which lie before you on the journey 
of life. You have been particularly admo- 
niſned of that moſt fatal one, arifing from 


the 


( 28 ) 
the ſeduRions'of evil company, by which {i 
many thouſands have been ruined beyend 
recovety. To you, all I can ſey is oy tt 
inforce a ſteady adherence te the excellent 
inſtructions you have received from thoſe heſt 
counſellors of your peaes and ſafety. In the 
pathetic expoſtulation of our author; + My 
ſon, keep thy Father's commandment; and 
forſake not the law of thy mother. Bind 
them continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck. When thou goefk, 
it ſhall lead thee ; when thou ſleepeſt it ſhall 
keep thee; and when thou awakeſt, it ſhall 
talk with thee.” Whether you are till 
under the eye of theſe faithful guardians of 
your welfare, or are no longer ſubject to 


their inſpection and conttoul: Let me be- 


ſeech you——for their ſakes; if they yet live: 


who have ſhown ſo conftant and tender 


an affection towards you, and beſtowed ſuch 
inceſſant pains in watching over your early 
years. As you value their comfort, and would 
not bring down their grey hairs with ſorrow 
to the grave For your own ſakes alſo: 

as ever you wiſh to be happy | in time and to 


eter- 
+ ch. vi. 20, 21, 21. 
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eternity By all the ſacred obligations you 
are under to the gracious author of your be- 
ing, by whoſe providence you have been ſo 
highly favoured in the appointment of your 
jot— And, by the mercy of that compaſ- 
fionate Saviour, © who gave himſelf for 
our fins, that he might deliver us from this 
| preſent” evil world, according to the will of 
| Gop and our Father” — By: all theſe moſt 
| 


QF be <9.» m0 ROS. 


785 engaging ties, I entreat and conjure you, to 
bear in mind the counſels of parental wiſ- 
dom; and let not any evil communicati- 

| ons defeat the influence of thoſe amiable 
examples which have been ſet before you. 
e My ſon, if finners intice thee, conſent 
thou not.“ Enter not into the path of 
the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men. Avoid it, Pals not by it, turn 
| from it and paſs away.' 
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There may be a mirth and gaity in evil 
company to ſuit a vitiated fancy. But, how 
ſaperficial and momentary is the enjoyment 

it affords ! how great and laſting the miſ- 
| | ; chief 
: * Gal. i. 4. 
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chief it may produce! It brings a ſnare ta 


our ſouls, and its tendency is to final and 
irreparable deſtruction. The company of 
the wiſe on the other hand, is improving 
and ſalutary. And ſome there are who are 
agreeable and entertaining as well as good 
and uſeful aſſociates. Let it then be the 
matter of our choice to walk with perſons of 
this character. They only are worthy of 
the intimacies of friendſhip, And truly that 
friendſhip alone is deſerving the venerable 
name, which is founded in religious wiſ- 
dom, and conducted by its ſacred laws. This 
is a friendſhip which will yield us ſolid com- 
fort and pleaſure-- which the one ſupreme- 
ly great and perfect being will crown with 
his favour---and the bleſſed fruits of which 
we ſhall reap through everlaſting ages. For 
though death will ſeperate us from our 
beſt friends, and interrupt the endearing 
connection for a time: thanks be to Gop, 
even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has encouraged the animating hope, 
that the ſons of wiſdom, the children of 
light ſhall ere long meet again in a far hap- 
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pier ſtate of exiſtence —a ſtate, where they 


ſhall be ſo improved in every excellence, as 
greatly to heighten their eſteem for each 
other — Where no miſunderſtanding ſhall 
ariſe—Wohence they ſhall never be removed, 
but participate together a fullneſs of ſatis- 


faction and joy enduring for ever. 


The EN PD of the SERMON, 
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4 

| THE 

| ADDRrEss for the CnHanitTy. 


HUS far, we have applied the ſub- *! 

ject with an immediate reſpe to them 
who, by their ſituation, have it more in 
their power to make a diſtinction in the 
choice of their aſſociates; and who have 
been bleſſed with thoſe advantages of edu- 
cation, which are a conſiderable defence 
againſt the ſnares that are laid by the ſons of 
folly and wickedneſs. But thoſe there 
are, and not a few, eſpecially in the lower 
claſſes of life, who have peculiar difficulties 
to ſurmount in both theſe views. Poverty, 
| does indeed, by no means, neceſſarily infer 
| impiety, nor meanneſs of condition profli- 
| gacy of manners : but at the ſame time it is 
1 too notorious to be denied, that they are in 

fact often connected together. 
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Of how many poor children is it the 
wretched lot, to be deſcended from parents, 
who either want ability, or inclination, to aſſiſt 
their opening minds with that timely culture, 


Which | 
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which is of the laſt importance to the pro- 
duction of thoſe fruits of wiſdom, on which 
their future comfort and uſefulneſs depend 
who, while they are ſurrounded with the 
moſt pernicious examples, which, like a 
contagious diſtemper, ate daily ſpreading 
their baneful influence among all who come 
within their reach, have no friendly monitor 
near, to warn them of the danger, and, by 
wholſome inſtruction and diſcipline, to for- 
tify their ſuſceptible hearts againſt the ruin- 
ous infection which is ready to ſeize them! 
And ſhall ſuch helpleſs objects be left a prey 
to theſe deadly foes of man ? Shall they be 
abandoned to ignorance, idleneſs, profane- 
neſs, and vice, with all their dreadful conſe- 
quences both in this world and that which is 
to come ? What ſon of wiſdom, who that 
has, in any deyree, imbibed that ſpirit of be- 
nevolence, which is ſo eſſential to a religious 
character, will not pity their diſtrefled ſitu- 
ation; and, as far as it is in the power of 
his hand, contribute to ſave them from the 
infamy and wretchedneſs which threaten 
them ? 


Such is the generous view of the chari— 


table ſcheme, now to be laid before you, 
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and of which I have received the following 


account from the worthy and reſpectable 
managers. 


The PpErsENT STATE of the CHarrITyY- 


N i 6 School, in Gravel-Lane, Southwark. 

a The foundation of this ſchool was laid 
i N in the year 1687, in the reign of King 
| b James II. when a ſchool was ſet up by 
Ji one Poulton, a Jeſuit, and publick notice 
| was given that he would inſtru the chil- 


dren of the poor gratis. Upon which 
Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel War- 
burton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland, laid 
the foundation of this ſchool to avoid the 
dangerous conſequences of a Popiſh ſchool, 
and provide for the inſtruction of the chil- 
dren of the poor in the Proteſtant way. 
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The number of ſcholars at firſt was forty, 
afterwards increaſed to fifty, but now to two 
hundred : They are taught to read, write 
and cypher, and are inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of our common chriſtianity, and 
thereby qualified for the ſervice of G | 
and man, It may be faid to be the firſt 
fchool the Proteſtant Diſſenters were con- 
cerned in; and here objects are received | 

with- 
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without diſtinction of parties, the common 
good being intended. It is ſituated in one 
of the pooreſt parts of this city, and the 
children of the pooreſt ſort of Watermen, 
Fiſhermen and others are here taught with- 
out any expence to their parents, and are 
furniſhed with ſpelling-books, teſtaments, 
catechiſms, writing and cyphering-books ; 
and the girls are taught to ſew and knit. 


The charges have been defrayed by the 
gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, 
with two annual collections, and the kind re- 


membrance of the ſaid ſchool by ſome in 
their laſt wills. 


Vou are, by this account, apprized of the 
origin, deſign, and extent of the charity, 
for which I ſtand here, the petitioner of 
your bounty. And what more can it be 
needful to add, to make you ſenſible of its uti- 
lity and importance? Its object is youth and 
innocence in the worſt diſtreſs — launching 
out into a world of temptation in the midſt 
of the moſt fatal dangers— with little if any 
aſſiſtance, but that of rude unexperienced 
nature, to direct their courſe, or fortify them 
againſt the attack of thoſe numerous enemies 


of 


of their peace and happineſs, to which they 
are on all fides expoſed. And what object 
can be offered to your compaſſionate regard, 
better fitted to excite it, and which can 
more deeply intereſt the humane and pious 
in its favour > How tenderly muſt you feel 
for them, ye heads of families, whom provi- 
dence has enabled, and principle has diſpo- 
ſed, to beſtow the neceſſary care on the 
choice pledges of your affeCtion ! Ye know, 
by experience, the endearments of parental 
relation; and cannot, therefore, be without 
the ſtrongeſt emotions of ſympathy with 
them, who, while they are not leſs ſolicitous 
for the welfare of their offspring, have it not 
in their power to give them ſuch an educa- 
tion, as is highly neceſſary to qualify them 
both for the fervice of Gop and man, in 
thoie inferior ſtations which are aſſigned 
them. In your breaſts, the charity now re- 
commended muſt find a powerful advocate, 
which will plead the cauſe of the engaging 
objects before you with an energy not to be 
reſiſted. And who that beholds them, tho 
yet a ſtranger to the endearing connection, 
and conſiders the beneficial effects which this 
charity is calculated to have upon them — 
the extreme miſchief from which it may 
| | fave 


E 
ſave- the ſubſtanital and laſting good which 


it may convey to them its tendency to 
their own perſonal improvement and com- 
fort in this world the great advantage it 
may render to ſociety---and above all, the 
influence that it may have on their eternal 
well-being.---Who, I ſay, that beholds the 
number of engaging objects before you, and 
attends to theſe many, inexpreſſibly deſirable, 

and pleaſing effects which this charity is in- 
tended, and which, with the bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty, it is likely to produce, can be with- 
out an earneſt ſollicitude for its maintenance, 
or refuſe the hand of liberality to aſſiſt in 
carrying it on? 


To inforce this -I might recall to your 
cloſer inſpection, the particular view of it--- 
as an inſtitution originally eſtabliſhed in op- 
poſition to one formed by the artful contri- 
vance of Popiſh emiſſaries; and conſtructed 
for the important end of conteracting the 
influence of [that unparalelled ſyſtem of craft 
and deluſion, which is big with ruin to every 
thing that is worth living for. ---- A view of 
this charity, which mult be peculiarly inte- 
reſting to every friend of liberty and of 
man : and which merits a very particular 


attention 
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attention in the preſent times, when the 
growth of Popery is ſo much and juſtly la- 


mented. I might alſo urge, the truly Ca- 


tholic ground upon which this charitable 
ſcheme is erected ; the common good being 


conſulted, and no one ſect or denomination 
excluded from ſharing in the benefit of it--- 


a conſideration, which gives it all the addi- 
tional force of an inſtitution, breathing the 
ſublime, godlike, ſpirit of that noble diſpen- 
ſation of religion, the cauſe of which it ſeeks 
to promote. 


But I will not detain you longer, by ex- 
patiating on theſe, or any other arguments, 
in ſupport of a plan, the very propoſal of 
which carries ſuch an ample recommendation 
along with it. Go on, ye generous patrons of 
truth and goodneſs in the proſecution of this 
labour of love! And may the Gop of wiſ- 
dom bleſs both you and the children ! May 
they, through your beneficence, become 
uſeful and happy ! And may you receive, 
from the Almighty Father of mercies, an 


abundant recompence at the reſurrection of 
the juſt ! 


The END. 
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